CHRIST'S BIRTH ANNOUNCED TO MARY
- Merry Clhwustmas! Clhuristmay day s just tomorrow!
Greeting: The Saator & born

Response: He s born unv oo manger, He s born to- reign
eternally

- | hope that the shopping spree didn/t suck Uife out of yow

- My heart goesy owt to- hose wiro- may be hurtung for voriows
reasons, that Gool would hheal yow bnwarodly.

- A lot of Ugandany felt Let down by the howse, gwen the way
Hre debote and voting were conducted. We had some heort
rending scenes on Hae floor of parliament. Everytiving way
done un haste! Ouwr eldery haod adarised Hiat the nation goes
for a refuwrvndam, but their volce was (gnored, like Paully
wea way v Actsy 27:9-11. Assuronce: The Lord, Emunasurel,
e King of Kings v stlll un charge!

- | Hank Godl for bringung ws iy for, L'y witiv a purpose
ool we thank Hum.

SETTING THE SCENE

- Mary had been visited by angel Gabriel, wien she had
been gong abouwt her way of life. Angels are ministering
spirits: Arciv angel Gabriel appeared not only to- Zecharia
ool to- Mary but also- to- the propivet Doniel move Han 500
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yeary earlbier (Daniel 8:15-17; 9:21). Mary wos preparing for
her gwe awny! She had been engaged to- o young man called
Josepiv In e dayy of Mary and Josepin, engagement was o
very sertows matter. It typlcally lasted abowt a year and was
as pinding ay marriage. Unfaitirvfulness was therefore
covuioered adultery and way punisivabple by deativ

- The foct tihat Mary wos to- get pregnant before Heir
marriage, she risked being killed. Pregnancy duwring
conrtsiup way o shhameful Huing un her own cwndtnre. So- e
She way therefore ot Hhe crossrondy of yow want;, and b 4 no-
wonder that she later goes to- meet her sister ElUzabetiv for
encouragement:

- Elizabetiv actually helps Mary to- understand wirat she s
goung thwrough Thuy speaks uinto- the value of famuly, 'y one
place yow feel secire to- ruw to- b fumes of diffrendty, and
often helps wy to- overcome hardship un Life.

- It & only affer that vt that she w released to- sing her
famows song of proise to-tie Lovel, often referved to-as the
Magnificat (Luke 1:46-56).

- The angel said to- Mary, "Rejoice, higly fovoured one, the
Lovd (s witihv yow, blessed are yow among women! (Luke 1:238).
Beloved, Hhere i s a tiving ay Godls fovour, and Ut iy o



precions Hung. There are people wivo step unto- a room andl
everybody seemy to- notice Hheir presence, tihat  often tumesy a
sigw that Godly fovour b upon Hewr laes

- On notieing that Mary woys trowpled ow receinving He news,
the angel reaffurms her again, sayung, "Do- not be afraid,
Mowy, for yow hanve found favour witiv God/' (1:30).

- Application | sense v my spirit;, Hese same words striking
o code U Hre sypinlt of someone here, wivo probably has a
hunge assigrument on theinr showlders, and w st doubtiung
wietiver tihey were the right chotiee for the task: The Lord
says, dont be afrald, for yow have found favour withv Himd
Alleluwgain

- Mary way fovoured due to- Godly sovereign cholee to- allow
her to- receinve Goodl incarnate into her womd: Godls fovour
odso- rested ov

1. tHhe Apostles "And withv great power the Apostles gave
witness to- the resuarrection of the Lovol Jesus: And great grace
was upon them alll'(Acty 4:33),

2. And Josepiv "And He Patriarchs, becoming enwiowns, sold
Josepiv untfo- Egypt: But Godb wos withv v andl delivered v
owt of all iy troubles, and gowe him farowr and wisdom b
the presence of Pharaoh, King of Eqypt; and he made him
governor over Eqypt ands all his howse(Acts 7:9,10).



3. It also rested one Kiung Daarid, wiro was tive last of all Jesse !
s children, wiren e ways anounted the next King of lsrael
after Saud.

JESUS (Luke 1: 31-33)

- The angel said to- Mary, "Yow will be witiv child and give
birtiv to-a Son, and yow are to- gve him Hre name Jesns: He
will be great and will be called Hive Sow of tve Most High
The Lovd God will gve him Hre thurone of iy fativer Daaid,
and he will reign over the howse of Jacoty forever, iy
Kingdom will never endd (Luke 1:31-33). NIV

- Jaswy, a Greek form of tive Hebrew name Joshua, wos o
common name meaning "the Lovd sones" And just as Joshara
had led [srael untfo-He promised land (Joshwwa 1:1,2), so-
Jesusy wourldl lead iy people uinto- eternal Uife.

- The symbolism of iy name wag not Lost on tie people of
iy day, wiho- took names seriovsly and saow-them as o sonarce
of power. ln Jesus) Name people were and st are healed,
demony are cast out, and sing are forguwen

THE VIRGIN BIRTH - AN OVERVIEW



- The angel said to- Mary, "Yow will be witiv child and gve
birtr to- o Son, and yow are to- gwe him Hie name JESUS.
1(1:31). (NIV)

Mory then raises a very umportant, legitumate guestion, "How-
com Huy be, since | do- not kinow ar man?" (1:34) (NKJ)..."since
| o v virgun?"(NIV)

- The angel'y resporse W so- significont for understomnding
what Heologlany call the Virgun birtiv, e says, "The Holy
Spurlt will come upon yow, and the power of the Most Highv
wll overshhadow yow: So-the Holy one to- be born will be
called. Hie Son of Godl."( 1:35).

- | munst confess Hhat dealing withv owr Lordly birtiv s o
complex matter to- the natural mind. Thiy explaing wivy
there are ohjections to- e Virgun birthv

1. It i not well founded v seripture - ondy refered to- un
Luke and Matthew: Legendiry character iy exident , for He
two accownty are different: No- wirere else un thhe NT (s any
dlrect reference made to- He Virgun birtiv.

2. Matthew sees the Virgun birtiv as a fulfulment of prophecy
(Matt: 1:23, cpp lsadadn 7:14). These argue that the Virgun
birtv W a pre~ Clhuwutiaw development; but Hie woro used
doesntt necessordy meoan Virgun, bt rotiver o young gurl.
Therefore o v not a sfatement of historicol fact



3. The Virgunw birthv iy selentifically umpossible: It iy not
physiologically possible for conception to-ocewnr without o
mawv or male. They argue tvot b wourld probably be more
possible for o womaw to- gwe birtiv to- a gurl and not a male.
How- would one also- deal witiv Hie challenge of genetic

4. There W also the Ukely danger of falling nto- the trap of
Dotetusm - a L9t century wentlon to- deal witv heretics,
which resudts into- wiat s calleds monophycitism, referring
to- one notwre of Clhwust: They are singly sayung that e
Virgun birtiv removes Chuwrist from Hae lhuumaan race. Wiy
doeswt e hhave an eartiidy fother? How can we then
recognize Hiy huwman nature?

5. It iy open to- abuse: Particdarly in form of a dexveloped
Mary ology. The proplem W furtiver aggrovated by tie wrong
attitude Loty of people have towardy sex, offen seen as o
meany of trovsmitting of sin. How- coudd Churst then escape
this, or be 'safe/? Hence the need for an explanation - e
Virgun birthv

Note: b b umportant to- note Hhat selence has sy lumitations,
becawse it iy DESCRIPTIVE - it explaing what has aliready
happened, but iy not PREDESCRIPTIVE - It doesn/t explain
wihat B going to- happen and wirat has not happened.



We need to- remember as we gropple witiv all these arguments,
that the act of the Virgun birtiv wasy unigue and
supernaturod, and, hence we do- not expect science to- have
any reasonable explanation.

WHY CHRISTIANS BELIEVE THE VIRGIN BIRTH.

The birtiv of Jesus to- a Virgn 4 oo mivacle thoat mainy people
fund hawrd to- believe. These Hhuwree facty cow aid owr foithv

1. Luke way oo medical doctor, and e kinew perfectly well
how- babies are made. It would hawe beew just ay haro for
i to- believe v te Vurgun birtiv as U U for us, and yet he
reporty Ut as o foct

2. Luke was a paivstaking researciher wivo baseod s gospel
on eye witness accounts: Tradition holdy that he talked wit
Mauwry about tie events he recovoed n the flrst two- chapters:
This v Mary's story, not o fletlonal bwention.

3. Chwustiany wivo- worshuip God as tive Creator of the wninerse,
sihoudol believe that Godl lhvas tive power to- create a chhild v
Virguv ' y womd

IT'S SIGNIFICANCE

- Jesus was born without the sun that entfered e world
Hurouglv Adam. He was born holy, just as Adam way crreated
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sundess: (e contrast to- Adam, wiro disobeyed God, Jesuns oheyed
Godl and woy tHhus able to- face siny consequences un ovr
place and make wy acceptable to- God

- Ay Paud once wrote, "Nevertiveless, deativ reigned from Hre
tume of Adauw to- tive time of Moses, exven over tivose wiro- diol
not sin by breaking a command, as o Adam, wiro- was o
pattern of the one to- come. But tire guft  not Uke thve trespass.
For (f the many died by tre trespassy of tie one maw, how-
muche more dide Godly grace and Hre guft that came by the
grace of the one man, Jesws Churust, overflow fo- the many!.."
(Romany 5:14-19).

LESSONS FROM THIS NARRATIVE

1. We shoudd never lumit Godls choiees: He con use yow Uf yow
trust Him

Mary was young, poor, female, - all characteristics that to-
the people of her day, wouwld make her seem winsable by
God for any major tosk. But God chose Mary for one of tie
most mportont actsy of obedience he hay ever demanded of
ony one.

- Yow may feel Hrat youwr ability, experience, age or
education makes yow an unlikely candidate for Godly service.
Yow shouwld never it Godly chotices.



2. Godly fowowr does not auntomaticolly bring wstant swccess
or fome:. Hiy blessing on Mary, the honowr of being e
mother of the Messialn, would lead to- much paing her son
wowld be rejected and murdered. But thwoughv her Son wounld
come the worldly ondy hope, and this b wivy Mary has been
proised by countlessy generotiony ay tive young gurl wio- found
fovor withv God. Her supbmission was pout of Godls plan to-
bring about owr salvation. If sorrow weighs yow down and
Ay yowr hope, Hink of Mary and wait patiently for God. to-
-Note: Clhwustian theology v not preoceunpied witiv what else
Godl could hane done to- redeem ws, e.g U doesndt adduaress Uself
to- guestions Like wivy couldnt Godl use otiver means to-
redeem us? What we theologlany do- (i to- exploin and defend
wiat God has done. Oury s to- expouwnd on wirat the Lord has
done for Hi churchw

3. The vuguv burtiv helps ws to- understond tive role of the
Holy Spiwrit i the salvation history. He acted as He agent of
conception un Mary's wombp, for lack of a proper word: Here,
Jesws iy not fllled witiv the Holy Spirit, but conceinved by tie
Holy Spurit: Let ws be careful, however, not to- redunce Clurist
our Sanviowr to- o own person - He became person purposely,
a haman experience Hhat was required to- make possible his
redemptive mission



4. The Virgun birtiv iy wnigue, Mary wivo was o Virgun
recewved Hhe gift of Ufe un her womb: The Son way a humain
being Uke any of use And Mary did not lhave a unigue
noture, bt God gave her a very special assignment to- reoeem
ws Hurowgl her Sonv - Our Rusen and Living Lord Jesus
Chwrist: Many even believers often tumes dowbpt this, but e
goodk news w doubt v not the same as deniall Dowbt Wy port of
the Cluwutian experience.

- Note: ln many ways and uwnder several circumstances we
fund ourselnes doubting. But to- go- beyond douwbting and
deliberotely deny Hre Virgun birtiv b a dangerows position,
that b likely to- lead to- over ratlonalising. The best Hving fo-
do- Uy to- challenge people to- accept Chuwist and experience a
yowr Ufe, Hren Like the man born blind un Johur 9, yow
shouldl festify, "l was once blind but now- 1 seet"

HE BECAME WHAT WE ARE TO MAKE US WHAT HE IS! That
W the goodl news/

Howe yow tried Him, f yoww howe wirat does He mean to- your
Life?

- Godly plany bwolve exareordinary events un ordinary
peoplels Lives
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5. God has oo hwstory of unfervening un humown affoirs, right
from the time of creation. He stepped. un to- cover up Adam
and Eve ' v nakedness. He rescued the nation of Israel from
slavery and oppression, rescued Ugandans from a situation of
extreme hvmone righty abuse, becanse no- boody knew-Hrat
Amin would be uprooted. Wihen ended apartiveid un Sowtiv
Africa. The Kony wor i Northern Uganda. Recently un
Zimbpabwe, he saild my childiren have had enoughv shhare of
the sufferung; altivoughv Wy too- early to- judge wirat te
situation Wy going He Like. How- about at tie personal leyel?
Many of s would remember situations, wivere Hie Loro
Wterally wolked un and Hungy changed for He better. I+
the reason we celebrate Clhuwut's birtiv, wiren he stepped here,
heaven kissed the eartiv, and we are wivo- we are becanse of
6. Owr response to- Godly demandy should not be langivter or
dowbt, but willing acceptonce. Godls annowncement of o
chdd to- be born was met witv varitows responses thwouglhowt
seriptune. Savadn, Abradionls wife, langhed (Gen 18:9-15),
Zecharia doubpted (Luke 1:18). By contrast Mary supmitted.
She believed tihe angel's words and agreed to- bear tive chuidd,
even under huumandy mpossible circumstances. She simply
responded Hu, "Behold, | am tire servant of Hie Lords Let UF
be to- me according to- your Word." And tive angel departed.
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- | hope that wiren | giwe yow an opportunity to- uwite Chuwist
unto- yowr Ufe, yow wondt just langhv at He preacher, soying
does e even kinow my plany for thisy hollday! Probonly, Uke
the Jews of the biblical tumes, your heart b already crowded,
ond the Saatowr con't be borw afresiv un your Uife

- Merry Churstmas and a blessed 201.8.
- Let'y celebrate responsibly.

- May Godl bless yow
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